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Subject: Public Meeting 

Dear Steve, 

This letter is prompted by your mention via e-mail yesterday of the potential for a 
public meeting to be held on August 23, 2000, regarding the proposed remedial 
measures for the Northrop Grumman-Bethpage Facility and Naval Weapons 
Industrial Reserve Plant Operable Unit No.2. 

While it is a high priority with this company to move this project forward as 
quickly as possible, it is our opinion that holding a public hearing on August 23 
would be iil-advised for a number of reasons, as discussed below: 

l Before a public meeting can be scheduled, it is our understanding that the 
following steps need to be completed (per the DEC-approved 7/10/90 
Citizen Participation Plan): (1) the final FS must be approved by the DEC 
and placed in the document repository, (2) the final PRAP must be placed 
in the document repository, (3) a fact sheet has to be mailed to the public 
summarizing the FS and PRAP and announcing the public meeting date, 
(4) a legal notice must be published in a local newspaper to announce the 
avaiiabiiity of the reports and the date of the public meeting, and finally (5) 
the public meeting should be scheduled 30 days after the documents are 
put in the repository to allow for public review. While a “final” draft FS was 
submitted to the state in December of last year, no approval of this 
document has been issued to date. 

l We do not have a current mailing list; a new list needs to be created. 

l Late August is a bad time for public meetings since much of the public is 
typically on vacation during this time. It had been our understanding, 
based upon previous meetings with yourself and Sue McCormick, that for 
this reason, a public meeting would not be held during the summer until 

146 Public Meeting 

63 Recycled Paper 



after public schools are back in session and the vacation season is over. 
Also, Mike Wolfer-t, our consultant’s Project Director, will be on vacation 
that week. 

l The meeting date was never discussed with or agreed to by the Navy nor 
NGC, and only first mentioned as a possibility to either party on 7/26/00. 
As the public meeting is a very critical step in the process, it needs to be 
carefully planned and scripted. There is not sufficient time between now 
and 8/23/00 to prepare the needed visual aids or to carefully plan/dry-run 
the meeting’s agenda. 

Please allow me to reiterate that reaching a timely resolution to the groundwater 
issue at the NGC and Navy sites has a very high priority with Northrop 
Grumman. It should be clear that the work that has been done to date, including 
and most notably the recent voluntary installation of the IRM system by this 
company and of the on-site and off-site monitoring wells by the Navy, 
demonstrate this fact. After all the expense and work completed to date on this 
project, it is our belief that scheduling a public meeting on the groundwater 
remedy prematurely would be counter-productive and should be avoided. We 
are, therefore, requesting that the public meeting be set on a mutually agreeable 
date once the PRAP is issued. 

If you have any questions please call me at 516-575-2333. 

Very truly yours, 

NORTHROP GRUMMAN CORPORATION 

M/S D08-01 

cc. J. Cojter 
R. Cowen 
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